
 

 

 

Congratulations on your election as a candidate for the Order of the Arrow, Scouting’s National Honor 

Society! The Order recognizes campers who best exemplify the Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives. 

 

Your next step to become a member of Na Tsi Hi Lodge is to take part in an Induction Weekend, held at 

one of our Pow Wows. 

 

You must complete one of these weekends within one year of your election. If you do not attend within 

one year, your nomination to the Order is withdrawn and you must be re-nominated by your Unit during 

another year. 

 

ADVANCE ONLINE REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED – PLEASE READ 
 
The Pow Wow/Induction Weekend fee is $40. The fee pays for: meals, OA Sash, OA Handbook, Lodge 

Pocket Patch, and OA Dues (for the current year).  To register for the Induction weekend, please visit our 

Council’s website at https://www.monmouthbsa.org/oa-candidates 
 

Facts and History on the OA can be found on the Lodge’s website at: 

http://www.natsihi.org/forms/OA_History_and_Fact_Sheet.pdf 

 

What to Expect 

The Ordeal is a vital part of the Induction Process of the Order of the Arrow. The Ordeal provides a time 

for a Scout to reflect upon his experiences within Scouting. These reflections will hopefully broaden his 

experiences, and reaffirm his love for Scouting. During the Ordeal experience, a candidate is required to: 

• Maintain silence 

• Receive small amounts of food 

• Work on Camp improvement projects 

• Sleep alone and apart from other campers 

 

The entire experience is designed to teach significant values. Induction Weekends are filled with many 

activities, all of which are safe and fully supervised in accordance with BSA Policies. It is not an 

initiation nor is it a religious ritual. Hazing is not permitted and you will not be harassed during your 

Induction Weekend. You will be asked to undertake a series of tasks with the other members of the Order 

of the Arrow in the important job of maintaining our beautiful camps. There are hundreds of thousands of 

OA members, all of whom have participated in an Ordeal. The experience is one that no Scout will ever 

forget because of the honor that has been given by being inducted into the OA. 

 

Check-In Information 

You must arrive to the camp between 6:00-8:00 PM on Friday night. On arrival, proceed immediately to 

the registration table where you will be given instructions and a schedule of the activities. Please make 

sure you have a copy of your Current BSA Medical Form (Parts A/B) with you.   Please arrive on time as 

tardiness will delay the progress of the weekend. It is strongly recommended that you eat dinner before 

arriving at camp as dinner or food will not be provided on the first night. 

 

Check-Out Information 

The Pow Wow will conclude on Sunday about 10 AM. 

 

Late arrivals and early departures are not permitted. 

 

https://www.monmouthbsa.org/oa-candidates
http://www.natsihi.org/forms/OA_History_and_Fact_Sheet.pdf


 

 

 

It is important for the ordeal candidate (to both read and follow all packing instructions carefully in 

preparation for their ordeal weekend. 

 

 

What to Bring: 

• A Copy of your Current Annual BSA Health and Medical Record form, with Parts A and B 

completed 

• Tent (only for Pow Wows at Quail Hill) – To sleep in on Saturday night. You may share a tent 

with others. However, Youth Protection Policies are always in place, so youth with youth; adult 

with adult 
 

Friday night items (in a separate bag from your backpack*) 

• Work Clothes, Work Gloves, and Work Boots – Wear to camp on Friday night 

• Sleeping Bag and small pillow 

• Ground Cloth (plastic sheet or similar) – Should be large enough to go under and on top of 

sleeping bag in case of rain 

• Rain gear – Rain suit or poncho 

• Layered Clothing (it gets cold at night) 

• Insect Repellant (if desired) 

• Pocket Knife 

• Water Bottle or a Carabiner to hold the provided plastic cup for water 

• Medication (if needed) - In original containers – Do not repackage medications 

• No CELL PHONES or other Electronic Devices such as a Radio, MP3 players for Friday 

night. 

 

If there is any chance of rain, put these items in a plastic garbage bag 

 

Items to be stored for Saturday night (in your backpack) 

• Full Class A Uniform 

• Toiletries 

• Extra Clothing – Work clothes, socks, underwear, towel, outerwear, etc 

• Backpack or duffel bag 

• Sleeping Bag (extra in case other sleeping bag gets wet) 

• Flashlight 

• Medication (if needed) – In original containers – Do not repackage medications 

• Money for Trading Post - There will be OA items for sale if you wish to purchase anything 

 

 

At arrival: 

• Come to camp dressed in your work clothes. Do not come dressed in your Class A Uniform 

• Check in 

• Set up your tent in the designated area (Quail Hill weekends only) 

• Turn OFF your Cell Phone (if you brought one) and leave it with your Saturday night gear.   

• Stow your Saturday night items as directed 

• Bring your Friday night gear and report to the Candidate Staging Area 

• NOTE: You will not be back at your tent until Saturday afternoon. 


