
HISTORY OF 
THE  ORD E R OF THE  A RROW  

 

The Order of the Arrow (OA) was founded by Dr. E. 
U rner G oodm an and C arrol l  A. Edson i n 1 9 1 5  at the 
Treasure I sl and C am p  of the P hi l adel p hi a C ounc i l ,  
B oy S c outs of Am eri c a.  I t bec am e an offi c i al  p rog ram  
ex p eri m ent i n 1 9 2 2  and was ap p rov ed at the start of 
the S c outi ng  p rog ram  i n 1 9 3 4 .  I n 1 9 4 8 ,  the OA,  
rec og ni z ed as the B S A’ s nati onal  brotherhood of 
honor c am p ers,  bec am e an offi c i al  p art of the B oy 
S c outs of Am eri c a. 
 
I n 1 9 9 8 ,  the Order of the Arrow was rec og ni z ed as 
S c outi ng ’ s N ati onal  H onor S oc i ety when i t ex p anded 
i ts reac h beyond c am p i ng  to i nc l ude a g reater foc us 
on l eadershi p  dev el op m ent. M em bershi p  ex tensi on,  
adv enturous p rog ram m i ng ,  and broader serv i c e to 
S c outi ng  and the c om m uni ty.  Today,  i ts serv i c e,  
ac ti v i ti es,  adv entures,  and trai ni ng  for youth and 
adul ts are m odel s of q ual i ty l eadershi p  dev el op m ent 
and p rog ram m i ng  that enri c h,  sup p ort,  and hel p  
ex tend S c outi ng  to Am eri c a’ s youth. 
 

M E M B E RSHIP  
 

The OA has ov er 1 8 0 , 0 0 0  m em bers l oc ated i n l odg es 
affi l i ated wi th 2 0 7  l oc al  B S A c ounc i l s. 
 

E L IG IB IL ITY 
 

To bec om e a m em ber,  a youth m ust be a reg i stered 
B oy S c out or V arsi ty S c out and hol d the F i rst C l ass 
rank .  H e m ust hav e ex p eri enc ed 1 5  days and ni g ht 
of B oy S c out c am p i ng  duri ng  the two-year p eri od p ri or 
to el ec ti on.   The 1 5  days and ni g ht m ust i nc l uded 
one,  but no m ore than ,  l ong -term  c am p  c onsi sti ng  of 
si x  c onsec uti v e days and fi v e ni g hts of resi dent 
c am p i ng ,  ap p rov ed and under the ausp i c es and 
stands of the B S A.  The bal anc e of the c am p i ng  m ust 
be ov erni g ht,  week end,  or other shot-term  c am p s.  
F ol l owi ng  ap p rov al  by the S c outm aster or V arsi ty 
team  C oac h,  S c outs are el ec ted to seek  m em bershi p  
i n the Order by thei r fel l ow uni t m em bers.  Then,  after 
c om p eti ng  an Ordeal  ex p eri enc e,  they bec om e 
m em ber of the Order of the Arrow. 

 
ORD E A L  M E M B E RSHIP  

 

The i nduc ti on p roc ess,  the Ordeal ,  i s the fi rst step  
toward ful l  m em bershi p  i n the OA.  Duri ng  thi s p eri od 
the m em ber i s ex p ec ted to streng then hi s 
i nv ol v em ent i n the uni t and enc ourag e S c out 
c am p i ng . 
 

B ROTHE RHOOD  M E M B E RSHIP  
 

After 1 0  m onths of serv i c e as an Ordeal  m em ber and 
after ful fi l l i ng  c ertai n req ui rem ents,  a m em ber m ay 
tak e p art i n the B rotherhood c erem ony,  whi c h p l ac es 
further em p hasi s on the i deal s of S c outi ng  and the 
Order.  C om p l eti on of thi s c erem ony si g ni fi es ful l  
m em bershi p  i n the Order of the Arrow. 
 

V IG IL  HON OR 
 

After two years of serv i c e as a B rotherhood m em ber,  
and wi th the ap p rov al  of the N ati onal  Order of the 
Arrow C om m i ttee,  a youth or adul t Arrowm an m ay be 
sel ec ted to be rec og ni z ed wi th the V i g i l  H onor for 
outstandi ng  serv i c e to S c outi ng ,  thei r l odg e,  or the 
Order of the Arrow.  Thi s honor i s l i m i ted to not m ore 
than one Arrowm an for ev ery 5 0  m em bers reg i stered 
wi th the l odg e eac h year. 
 

L OD G E S 
 

An Order of the Arrow l odg e i s g ranted a c harter from  
the N ati onal  C ounc i l ,  B S A,  up on annual  ap p l i c ati on 
by the l odg e’ s l oc al  c ounc i l .  The OA l odg e hel p s the 
l oc al  c ounc i l  p rov i de a q ual i ty S c outi ng  p rog ram  
throug h rec og ni ti on of S c outi ng  sp i ri t and 
p erform anc e,  youth l eadershi p  dev el op m ent,  
adv enturous p rog ram m i ng ,  fi nanc i al  sup p ort,  and 
enhanc em ent m em bershi p  tenure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SE C TION S 

 

An Order of the Arrow sec ti on c onsi sts of l odg es 
wi thi n a g eog rap hi c  area of the reg i on.  Onc e eac h 
year,  rep resentati v es of the l odg es i n the sec ti on 
c om e tog ether for a c onc l av e to share i n fel l owshi p ,  
p rog ram  i deas,  trai ni ng ,  and sk i l l s dev el op m ent.  I N  
addi ti on,  the sec ti on c reates a m oni tori ng / m entori ng  
rel ati onshi p  wi th i ts l odg es,  p rov i des l eadershi p  
dev i l m ent op p ortuni ti es,  fosters understandi ng  and 
adherenc e to nati onal  OA p ol i c i es and p roc edures,  
and c oordi nates OA adm i ni strati v e and p rog ram  
func ti ons.  The sec ti on k ey three l eadershi p  c onsi sts 
of the sec ti on c hi ef,  sec ti on adv i ser,  and sec ti on staff 
adv i ser. 
 

RE G ION  L E A D E RSHIP  
 

The reg i on c hi ef i s the youth l eader of the reg i on 
el ec ted by the sec ti on c hi efs for one year.  Thi s 
el ec ti on i s hel d i n c onj unc ti on wi th the annual  OA 
p l anni ng  m eeti ng  where the nati onal  c hi ef and nati on 
v i c e c hi ef are al so el ec ted by sec ti on c hi efs and the 
nex t year’ s p rog ram  of em p hasi s i s p l anned.  The 
reg i on Order of the Arrow c hai rm an and p rofessi onal  
staff adv i ser are adul ts ap p oi nted by the reg i on 
di rec tor. 
 
 

N A TION A L  C HIE F A N D  V IC E  C HIE F 
 

The nati onal  c hi ef and nati onal  v i c e c hi ef serv i c e as 
the top  youth l eaders of the Order,  resp onsi bl e not 
onl y for p rov i di ng  youth l eadershi p  to the nati onal  
p rog ram  of em p hasi s,  but serv i ng  wi th the four reg i on 
c hi ef,  on the nati onal  c om m i ttee to p rov i de youth 
i nv ol v em ent i n dec i si ons affec ti ng  the p rog ram  
nati onal l y.  These nati onal  offi c es al so ov ersee the 
nati onal  l eadershi p  sem i nars. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
N A TION A L  OA  C OM M ITTE E  

 

The nati onal  Order of the Arrow C om m i ttee i s a g roup  
of v eteran Arrowm en,  ap p oi nted by the N ati onal  OA 
C hai rm an,  to ov ersee the nati onal  OA p rog ram .  The 
p rofessi onal  adv i ser i s the OA Di rec tor,  a staff 
m em ber of the nati onal  B oy S c out Di v i si on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 P U RP OSE  OF THE  ORD E R OF 
 THE  A RROW  
 

 
� To rec og ni z e those c am p ers – S c outs and 

S c outers – who best ex em p l i fy the S c out 
Oath and L aw i n thei r dai l y l ov es and by 
suc h rec og ni ti on,  c ause other c am p ers to 
c onduc t them sel v es i n suc h a m anner as to 
warrant rec og ni ti on. 

 
� To dev el op  and m ai ntai n c am p i ng  tradi ti ons 

and sp i ri t. 
 

� To p rom ote S c out c am p i ng ,  whi c h reac hes 
i ts g reatest effec ti v eness as a p art of the 
uni t’ s c am p i ng  p rog ram ,  both year-round 
and i n the sum m er c am p ,  as di rec ted by the 
c am p i ng  c om m i ttee of the c ounc i l . 

 
� To c rystal l i z e the S c out habi t of hel p ful ness 

i nto a l i fe p urp ose of l eadershi p  i n c heerful  
serv i c e to others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 OU R V ISION  FOR THE  
 ORD E R OF THE  A RROW  
 

 
As S c outi ng ’ s N ati onal  H onor S oc i ety,  the Order of 
the Arrow i s an i nteg ral  p art of the c ounc i l ’ s p rog ram .  
Our serv i c e,  ac ti v i ti es,  adv entures,  and trai ni ng  for 
youth and adul ts are m odel s of q ual i ty l eadershi p  
dev el op m ent and p rog ram m i ng  that enri c h and hel p  
to ex tend S c outi ng  to Am eri c a’ s youth. 
 
F or ni nety years,  thei r p eers hav e honored those 
S c out who “ best ex em p l i fy the S c out Oath and L aw i n 
thei r dai l y l i v es”  wi th m em bershi p  i n the Order of the 
Arrow.  Thi s rec og ni ti on p rov i des enc ourag em ent for 
other to l i v e these i deal s as wel l .  W e wi l l  p rov i de 
ways and m eans for m em bers of the Order of the  
Arrow o do m ore to assi st thei r uni ts and c ounc i l s,  
and hel p  them  suc c eed i n doi ng  so. 
 
I n sup p ort of our v i si on as S c outi ng ’ s N ati onal  H onor 
S oc i ety and an i nteg ral  p art of ev ery c ounc i l ,  then 
Order of the Arrow wi l l  further i nc rease i ts serv i c e to 
S c outi ng . 
 
F or addi ti onal  i nform ati on:  www.oa-bsa.org  
 
 


